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(1okl: The following is the sfficial stand of the J.A.C.L. and
Chat of Mr. Minoru Yasui. )

april 17, 1942

MASAOKA =

lhe Nationnl J.4.C.L. hendquartcrs is unalterably opposcd to test cascs to
determiae the constitutionality of military rogulations at this time, declurcd Mike
Lasaoka, nationol sceretary, in a pgeneral bulletin to all chapters in reference to
the Minoru Yasuil casc in Orcgon.

M have reached this decision unanimously after cxamining all the facts in
light of our nntional policy of !'thc greatest good for the greatest number'.!

Masnoka in his statcment said: '"We rccognize that sclf-styled martyrs who
arc willing to be jailed in order that they might fight for the rights of citizenship,
as nany of them allege, captured thc hcadlines and the imagination of many more per-
sons than our seemingly indiffecrent stand.

mic realize that many Japanese and others who are intercsted in our wclfare
have condemned the JACL for its apparent lackadaisical attitude on the matter of de~
fending the rights and privilcges of inerican citizens with Japanesc features.

"But we submit that a carcful cxamination of 21l the facts with the view of
doing the greatest good for the greatest number will justify our position on such
matters as these,

YASUT:

The National JACL headquartcers has cnnounced their unalterable opposition to
tost cascs at this time to deteriine the constitutionality and enforcenbility of mi-
litary rcgulations, It is recognized that this national policy has been formulated
with thc sinccre purnosc of achieving the "groatest good for the greatest nwiber.”

Howcver, it is submitted that whether or not such policy is actually con-
ducive to the "greatest good for the greatest nuiber! is nevertheless subject to qu-
estion, and morcover, although thc National can be convinced, thru legitimatc means,
that not only a substantial majority, but an overwhelning majority of the individual
members, demand certain affirmative nctions, that the National would be compelled to
take such steps. If such effort is construed to be an usurpation of the prerogatives
of National, then it is submitted that Netional Headquarters would be failing in its
primary function of representing the organization. Therc is no attempt to usurp the
functions of the Nztional, but rather a sinccre cndcavor to supplement and augment
the program of the National.,

The notice given by National to "self-styled martyrs" scems unacceptably con-
descending., It is belicved that National should be above such pettincss. Therc has
never been any intention or motive to hold mysclf out as any such "sclf-styled martyrs"
but rather the sincere conviction that the actions of this writer is for thc preser-
vation of certain fundamcntal rights of an Amcrican citizcen, by the proper legnl
mcthods. The motive for such action has always been for the ultimate protection and
preservation of the citizenship rights of not only the fmerican citizen of Japancsc
ancestry, but also for cvery fmericon citizen.

If the Natisnal is willing to sacrifice certain fundamental rights of citizen-
ship cstablishing a precedent whercby thosc rights may be deprived of fmcrican citi-
zcns without protest, then is it not possibly contributing to the destruction of the
very fundsmental basis of this country? & Surely, this country is fighting the tyrannics

and dictatorships imposcd by cony onc man or group of men. Surely, cven the orders of
those in command in the Vestern Defunse Aren is neverthcless subject to the Constitucio
al limitations of this govermment. It is still contended that we, Anerican citizens of
Japanesc ancestry, are still an integral part of Mwe, the pcople", from whom such
governmental leaders still derive their authority. Vic, as loyal American citizens,

can do no less than to do our utnost to preserve and dcfend our Constitution, and the
government which derives its just®'powers froa the people. It is submitted that any
American citizen worthy of being called such, would ncver quictly tolerate the des-
truction of the essential principles of our nation. If it be tyranny to impose un-
reasonable restrictions upon the people upon the arbitrary and uiscriminatory basis

of race, then it is just as shamaeful to submit to such unreasoneble restrictions.

There is no advocacy of riass violation of the orders of the duly constituted
Army authorities, but rather a plen Yr the Netional that they rescrve for us, upon the
record, that we as /mericon citivens hove never given up our citizenship richts,
Therc must be stated that the irerican citizen of Japnnese ancestry have alweys con-
tended that they arc loyal. pririotic jmerictn citizens., The danzer that some day
in the future the statemen’ thet the J~pancsc-Aucrican thought so littlc of their
citizenship that they sacrificed thom vithout nrotest must be gquarded agninst, and
handlcd in such ~ menncr that no such precedent can be ¢stablished . In n1l that we
do, and in all that we ch+1l do in the future must be donc with the paramount thought
that we arc Americans and that our protests are recorded in zn gnerican way.

So much for thc general points involved. With regard bo the specific ten
points cnumerated, therc is still doubt in my mind, and undoubtedly in the rands of
a great many pcople, Ancrican citizens of Japancse ancestry and fAmcrican citizens of
















